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Parish Prayer 

God our Father you call us together to make our 
Parish a sign of the heavenly kingdom. Help us 

through this Church and our lives to be a 
fountain of faith, a beacon of hope And a haven 

of charity and prayer. We ask these prayers 
through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our thanks to 
ABC Print Group for the printing of this booklet 

www.abcprintgroup.com 

Fr Tom 
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Introduction 

Welcome to our Annual Parish Report for 2013 / 14. 

This last year has seen the world wide Church influenced by the example and teaching of Pope 
Francis as he completes his first year as our Pope.  

He reminds us that through our baptism all of us are called to 
evangelise and share our faith.  In his recent letter to the 
Church entitled ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ (Evangelii Gaudium) 
he writes, ‘All the baptized, whatever their position in the 
Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of 
evangelization, and it would be insufficient to envisage a plan 
of evangelization to be carried out by professionals while the 
rest of the faithful would simply be passive recipients. The 

new evangelization calls for personal involvement on the part of each of the baptized.  Every 
Christian is challenged, here and now to be actively engaged in evangelization, indeed, anyone 
who has truly experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or lengthy training to go 
out and proclaim that love.’ (Evangelii Gaudium 120). In summary, this means that we all have 
a part to play in the life of the Church. I hope this report makes us aware of these 
responsibilities and show we are trying to live out Pope Francis’ invitation.  

With the appointment of former Archbishop Vincent Nichols as 
a new Cardinal, we are made even more aware of our links with 
the wider Church. This year we will also have a visit from our 
Archbishop, Bernard Longley who will confirm young people in 
our Parish on Saturday, 21st 
June, 2014. 

There are many new 
initiatives in the Parish this 

year which have come about 
from helpful suggestions received from Parishioners. Some 
of the new initiatives involve working with other Churches 
and charities in the City and beyond.  We want to encourage 
such initiatives and build on the established aspects of 
Parish life. This year we have been involved with the Credit 
Union, Coventry Night Shelter, the Radford Stakeholders’ project and the Lenten ‘Retreat in 
Daily Life’ for our parish. 

Our Communion of faith should help us to express our sense of community in the wider sense 
and help us to be outward looking rather being complacent 
about present achievements.   

We are blessed with a generous community, who not only 
support us financially but perhaps more importantly, with 
their time and talents.  We hope this report will make you 
aware of the various aspects of Parish life and perhaps 
encourage you to join in with some of these activities.  We 
are always looking for new ways of involving members of 
the community. By being actively involved we all have a 
better sense of belonging.  

God Bless, 

Fr Tom and Fr Andrew  
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Contact Details 
 

Contact Details 

Parish Priest Canon Tom Farrell father-tom@ctk-cov.org.uk 

Assistant Priest Father Andrew Franklin father-andy@ctk-cov.org.uk 

Address 14 Westhill Road, Coventry, CV6 2AA Telephone: 024 76591618 
 

Church Services 
 

Christ the King 

Sunday 

 

9.00 am 

12 noon 

Mass  

Mass  

Monday 9.15 am Mass 

Tuesday 9.15 am Mass (with school in term time) 

Wednesday 12 noon Mass 

Thursday 12 noon Mass 

Friday 

 

 

9.15 am 

9.45-10.15 am 

6.30 pm 

7.00 pm 

Mass  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Mass 

Saturday 

 

 

 

10.00 am 

10.30-11.30 am 

6.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

Mass 

Holy Hour and Confessions 

Mass for Sunday  

Confessions–Saturday after Mass 
 

St Augustine’s 

Sunday 10.30 am Mass 

Wednesday   9.00 am Mass (with school in term time) 

Saturday 11.30-12 noon Confessions–first Saturday of the Month 
 

There are additional Services during Lent and Advent. 
 

Baptism, Wedding and Funeral Services 

Information leaflets are available online and from the Information Board in the church porch.  

To arrange a baptism, wedding or a funeral service please speak to one of the priests. 

  

mailto:father-tom@ctk-cov.org.uk
mailto:father-andy@ctk-cov.org.uk
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Christ the King  

 

 

Contact Details Christ the King 

Address 14 Westhill Road, Coventry, CV6 2AA 

Telephone 024 76591618 

Website www.ctk-cov.org.uk  

Email admin@ctk-cov.org.uk 

 

St. Augustine’s  

 

Contact Details St Augustine’s 

Address Heathcote Street, Coventry, CV6 3BL 

Telephone 024 76591618 

Website www.ctk-cov.org.uk  

Email admin@ctk-cov.org.uk 
 

http://www.ctk-cov.org.uk/
http://www.ctk-cov.org.uk/
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Parish Statistics  
 

Description 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Catholic Population (estimated) 4300 4300 4300 4300 

Baptisms 94 115 102 111 
Receptions 7 7 9 6 

First Communions 90 86 95 89 

Confirmations 96 85 84 85 
Weddings 17 13 22 16 

Funerals 57 62 71 67 
Sunday Mass Attendance 1388 1383 1396 1353 

Weekday Mass Attendance  98 102 101 
Communion to Housebound  110 107 115 

 

What’s on in the Library at Christ the King? 
 

Monday  9.45am Toddler Group 
 1.30 – 3.00pm Italian Class (every other week) 
 6.00pm St Vincent de Paul Society 
 7.00pm Legion of Mary in the Meeting room 
 7.30pm Knights of St Columba 

Tuesday  After 9.15am mass, Scripture Sharing Group 
 10.00am Toddler Group 
 7.30pm Charismatic Prayer Group in the Meeting Room  
 5pm-6.30pm. Instruction for children at non catholic schools 
 6.30pm/7.00pm Youth Group, Youth Café 
 7.30pm Prayer Group 

Wednesday  9.00am Toddler Group 
 7.00pm Catholicism Made Simple 
 1.30- 3.00pm. Adult Crochet Classes in the Library 

Thursday  9.45am Toddler Group 
 7.00pm. Meditation Group  
 7.30-9.30pm Patricians Meeting in the Library 

Friday  9.45am Toddler Group 
 Alcoholics Anonymous 12.30-2.00pm 
 Drama Club for children up to Year 6.  5pm to 6.25pm 

Saturday  Tea and coffee after each mass 
Sunday  Tea and coffee after each mass 

 

If you are interested in one of the above groups, please check the newsletter. 

There are other regular groups that meet in the Library or one of the meeting rooms during the 
month. These include, Justice and Peace, Knights of St Columba, Pioneers, Crochet group, 
YOUCAT. These groups are mentioned in this report. The library is also used for occasional 
Coventry Deanery and Diocesan meetings.  
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Newsletter 

Every week we produce a double sided A4 newsletter that has up to date information about 
what is going in and around the Parish. These are available throughout the week in the church. 
The newsletter is circulated by email and is also available on line. 

 

Weekday Massheets 

These are available as you enter the church to help with the Mass readings 
and responses for that day. There is also a short description for feast days. 
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Information leaflets 

There are information leaflets available online and paper copies are available on the 
Information board in the foyer.  

These include:  

Welcome & Tour of our Church  

Welcome General Information 

Your Contact details  

Sacrament of Baptism  

Request for Baptism 

Getting Married 

Planning a Catholic Funeral link 

Instructions for My Funeral  

Pastoral Outreach  

Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion & Confirmation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioners’ Contact details 

Are you new to the Parish, or just visiting for a while? If so welcome! 

If you have recently moved into Christ the King or St. Augustine’s or if 
we do not have your address, please let us know.  

There are forms for new parishioners and forms to let us know of any 
changes. These are available from the Information Board in the church 
porch. 

This year we are establishing a new database which will combine 
information from previous records and will ensure that there is no 
overlap and that the information is up to date. 
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Liturgy 

Pope Francis reminds us ‘We need to recover a contemplative spirit which can help us to 
realise ever anew that we have been entrusted with a treasure which makes us more human 
and helps us to lead a new life. There is nothing more precious that we can give to others.’ 
(Evangelii Gaudium 264). 

In this quote Pope Francis reminds us that our relationship with God is at the centre of all that 
we do. If we lose this sense of the sacred, all our work lacks the mission of Christ. 

The Mass 

In many ways the liturgy is at the heart of all we do and the liturgical 
life of the parish is the public expression of our life in community. 
This is never more true than when we celebrate the Sacraments. The 
parish owes much thanks to those who assist in the celebrations of 
liturgy including the Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, servers, MCs, 
choirs and musicians, sacristans, flower ladies, cleaners, wardens, 
counters, sewing folk, linen washers, ‘brassy polishers’, catechists, 
children’s liturgy, those who serve refreshments after Mass, Piety 
shop, Newspaper shop, and the fair-trade shop and all the staff at the 
schools! There are too many to thank individually but a lovely 
tradition in our parish is the annual thanksgiving meal we have for 
our church helpers. Over 150 volunteers help with the celebration of 
Sacraments each week.  

Over the years we have developed the tradition of the children praying the Stations of the Cross 
on Friday afternoons in Lent. This now happens at both Christ the King and St. Augustine’s and 
parents are welcome to attend. During Advent we have prayers and Benediction at both 
schools. This is well attended by parents.. There is a weekly Mass at both schools. There are 
school retreat days based on the sacraments. There are also more prayer times to start staff 
briefings. 

We have also encouraged Benediction and Adoration at both schools, and the Infants have been 
especially responsive to this form of prayer. Evening Prayer of the Church on the first Sunday of 
the month is popular and we hope, in the future, to develop our communal prayer of the Divine 
Office. The Rosary, Angelus and Holy Hours are regular times of prayer established within the 
parish now.  

The Sisters of the Holy Rosary have also established a prayer and meditation group that meet 
during Advent and Lent.  

The Jesse Tree in Advent, Easter garden figures, and the Pentecost display are signs of an 
increased emphasis on art, and a visual aid to prayer during the liturgical year of the Church. 
They are particularly appreciated by visitors to the church.  

Each Lent and Advent we have a service of Anointing of the Sick followed by high tea. This is 
made possible with help from the Youth Group, SVP, and other volunteers. 

The Passover Meal has also been very popular with over 150 people attending the 2013 meal in 
the Parish Community Centre. 

Many visitors stop at the statue of Our Lady of Lourdes, our parish co-patron, with St 
Bernadette situated outside the presbytery to offer up prayers. It is a reminder that although 
we are known as CTK our full title is Christ the King and Our Lady of Lourdes 

The four statues of the Saints of the home nations, Andrew, David, George and Patrick have now 
been installed in the Church of Christ the King.  
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As well as the statues commissioned for St Augustine’s School, we 
now have a large statue of St Augustine’s installed in the church.  

We also have a flag pole and set of national flags to use on national 
feast days as well. There is also a Papal flag to mark church feasts 
and special occasions such as the election of the new Pope. 

The regular May and Corpus 
Christi processions have been 
a great public witness to our 
Catholic faith, as indeed have 
been the many hundreds of 
people who have attended 
our Penance Services. It was 
lovely to witness so many couples renew their marriage 
vows on the feast of the Holy Family. During November 
we encouraged those who had been bereaved during 

the year to come together and pray for the dead.  

Our Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (Eucharistic Ministers) and Readers have 
continued to offer a key role in helping the parish in its celebration of Mass and, indeed, of 
bringing Communion to the sick. There are now 115 people whom we bring Communion to 
regularly; those who are house bound, poorly or unable to come to Church. The ministers have 
spiritual meetings during the seasons of Lent and Advent, combining a time of prayer with a 
time of training. The team has been supplemented by new and younger people joining the 
teams and we are particularly grateful to those who have encouraged our new younger 
members.  
 

Music  

We use music seeks to enhance our worthy 
celebration of the Liturgy and is a key 
development in the new translation of the Mass.  

On Saturday evenings our music group help our 
celebrations using both traditional hymns and  
more modern music.   

On Sunday mornings at Christ the King we have 
the children’s school choir during term time at the 
9am Mass, and at St Augustine’s 10.30am Mass we 
enjoy the organ and have a great singing tradition.  

The Youth Choir lead the 12 O’clock Mass at Christ 
the King on a Sunday, once a month. 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

Dorothy Field 024 76599668 
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Altar Servers 

Altar Servers fulfil a very important and ancient function within 
the church. Their role dates back to the early days of the church, 
when priests were accompanied by an acolyte on their travels. A 
ministry which was performed historically solely by men and 
young boys, and often seen as the first step to a vocation in the 
priesthood, is now open to all, and we have many faithful young 
boys and girls, as well as one or two more mature servers, 
turning out regularly to assist at Mass. Many have been serving 
for a year or more and have been admitted to the Guild of Saint 
Stephen, and received their medal, in recognition of their 
devotion.  

We are very proud of our forty-five young (and not so young) 
servers who help us at both churches.  Anyone who has made 
their First Holy Communion can become an Altar Server. For 
more information on the Guild of St Stephen see  
www.guildofststephen.all-catholic.net   Training for new Altar 
Servers starts every September. 

Thanks to Frances McManus and Michael Baldwin for their work with our Altar Servers.  
 

Contact Details 

Christ the King Michael Baldwin 024 76691233 

St. Augustine’s  Frances McManus 024 76403115 
 

Blessing the Graves 

Since 2007 we have held Cemetery 
Blessings over three weekends in 
September at Canley, St Paul's and 
London Road cemeteries.  

The numbers attending have 
increased keeping both Priests and 
Deacons very busy, delivering a 
short service as shown in the 
photograph. 

This year we were assisted by Fr 
Ralph Duwell a friend of Fr 
Andrew’s from Florida. We were 
also assisted by our two new 
Deacons, Joe Patterson and Tony 
Janew who were ordained in the 
summer. 
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Sharing Our Faith 
 

Catechesis 

Whilst we witness to our Catholic 
faith in every sphere of our lives, it 
is always good to deepen our 
knowledge of the faith and the 
parish is blessed to have many good 
people willing to share their 
knowledge and experience, 
including trained catechists.  

The Childrens’ Liturgy Group is 
growing in number and has begun a 
program of renewal. It welcomes 
children during the Sunday Mass 
and serves the parish faithfully.  
Sian Smith is in charge of Childrens' 
Liturgy.  
 

Contact Details  

Sian Smith 024 76459703 
 

Older children learn through the Youth Club and young adults are formed in the faith through 
the Youth Cafe or, indeed, through catechesis in preparation for the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation if they are not attending Catholic schools. Maggie Green is in 
charge of preparing children for the sacraments if they are not at a catholic school. 
 

Contact Details  

Maggie Green holyspice50@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Our parish and school links are never more evident than when children are prepared for their 
sacraments of First Confession, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. In 2013 over 170 
children received these sacraments.  Parents are encouraged, during First Confession, to lead 
their children by example and come to Confession themselves.  This has proved very popular 
and spiritually uplifting.  

Baptism is arranged via the clergy and each family is visited at home by one of the priests. 
Couples seeking the sacrament of Marriage, either here or away from the parish, are prepared 
by one of the priests and by attending a Marriage Care course.   

The regular Wednesday Evening ‘Catholicism Made Simple’ talks were devised by Fr. Harry 
Curtis a teacher at Oscott College, local Parish Priest at St Joseph the Worker and Chaplain at 
the University of Warwick. This year the talks have been delivered by Fr Tom and Fr Andrew 
and we have fifteen people wanting to be received into the Church. 

We have also launched an initiative to support Grandparents who wish to teach their 
grandchildren about their Faith, and a quarterly newspaper is sent out to all parents of primary 
school age children to help them pass on the Faith to the next generation.   



  Sharing Our Faith 
 

www.ctk-cov.org.uk Annual Report & Parish Directory 2013/14 15 

The Scripture Sharing Group meet on a Tuesday after the 9.15am Mass, to discuss the Sunday 
readings.  Contact details: 
 

Contact Details  

Freda Lambert  01676 522908 
 

The Prayer Group meets for shared prayer on Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. Contact details: 
 

Contact Details  

Pat Hobbs 024 76334574 
 

The Scripture Sharing Group and Prayer groups encourage a personal deepening of the faith.  

Many have also been encouraged in their faith through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) program and we received 6 adults into the Catholic Church in 2013 and 15 are due to 
be received this Easter  2014 

Catechesis through Art and Displays 

With the Church open every day from 
7 am to 9 pm we have many visitors. 
We can share our faith through Art and 
Displays, helping teach visitors about 
our faith. 

Throughout the year there are many 
displays to celebrate the church’s 
feasts and seasons. These are signs of 
an increased emphasis on art and a 
visual aid to prayer during the 
liturgical year of the Church.  

We regularly use the Prayer Trust to 
provide gifts of prayer cards for people 
at Christmas, Easter and Mothers’ Day. 
The children are not forgotten with 
small tokens such as chocolate Easter bunnies: it’s been wonderful to see just how young some 
people consider themselves to be, when it comes to a free chocolate treat!  

Art is a powerful means of sharing our faith and we have written a commentary on the stained 
glass windows in the Church. This is available on the parish website. We are developing the 
story of St Augustine, told through the stained glass windows in the Church, for use by the 
school and on our website. The displays of flowers increasingly use an artistic basis to 
communicate the story of our Faith, particularly using the cross as a starting point. Thanks to 
all who maintain, clean and ‘dress’ our churches. This is appreciated by the many that come 
into Church during the day to pray. If you are interested in helping please let us know. 

During 2013 we have recruited a new set of flower arrangers. 
 

Contact Details  

Denise Ladbury 024 76333001 
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Lenten Retreat in Daily Life 

Our preparations for Easter in 2014 have included a retreat in daily life. In January this year Fr 
Andrew and Fr Tom had the idea of a ‘retreat in daily life’ for the Parish. The theme we took 
was Pope Francis' ‘Call to Service’.  They decided to invite speakers from our own seminary at 
Oscott as well as one of our own religious sisters working in the parish. All the parishes in 
Coventry were invited as well as schools. The retreat consisted of early morning masses 
followed by breakfast, retreat days in our primary schools, traditional lenten devotions and an 
evening talk followed by night prayer. The average attendance at these evening talks was over 
300 people. We also had a moving production of ‘Born for This’ led by our young people.  We 
are grateful to our speakers from Oscott, Fr David Oakley, Canon John Udris and Fr Hugh 
Sinclair and our own parish sister, Sr Ruth Kidson. Thanks also to Cardinal Newman Chaplaincy 
team and to BCYS and our own youth club.  
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Parish website and 24 hour live streaming 

Pope Francis called the Internet a ‘Gift from God’ in his first World 
Communications Day message in January this year. The Pope wrote of 
the pros and cons of the digital age, and its implications for Catholics 
when interacting with people from different faiths and backgrounds. 

While praising the internet for the ‘immense possibilities’ it offers to 
encounter people from different backgrounds, he also warned that the 
obsessive desire to stay connected can actually isolate people from 
their friends and family. ‘This is something truly good, a gift from God’ 
he wrote. But he warned: ‘The desire for digital connectivity can have 

the effect of isolating us from our neighbours, from those closest to us.’ The Pope also said new 
technology can be used to build bridges between different cultures and religions. 

The Parish website has been redesigned, see screen shot below. It is also more responsive on 
smartphones and tablets. Information about Mass times, the newsletter, the church's schools 
and community. It also has a 360 degree virtual tour of the church. 

We continue to provide our 24 hour live streaming from the Church. This allows you to follow 
services in the church. It’s proving to be of great benefit for the sick and housebound, any 
relatives and friends living far away who cannot attend a baptism, wedding or funeral. 

Our Internet presence is an on-going and developing opportunity to share our faith. 
 

 

Try our QR code below, it will take you straight to our website if you have an applications such 
as Red Laser, Barcode Scanner, QR Scanner on your smartphone.  
Follow us on Twitter @ctkcov 

 

Website details 

email con.mchugh@gmail.com 

Website www.ctk-cov.org.uk  

http://www.ctk-cov.org.uk/
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Children & Young People  
 

Parish Safeguarding Officers 

The Church takes seriously her role in ensuring children and vulnerable adults are kept safe. 
Following major improvements to the Church’s procedures in this respect, each parish has 
appointed one or two lay people to work with the Parish Priest to oversee the policies and 
practises of their parish within a diocesan and national 
framework. 

Within our Parish Pauline Johnson and Paula Fitzmaurice 
are our Safeguarding Officers. They help with carrying 
out the necessary checks to ensure all adults meet the high standards expected. They help with 
training, too. If you wish to talk to Pauline or Paula, please contact them. You can also contact 
the National Catholic Safeguarding Commission at www.catholicsafeguarding.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brownies and Guides 

There are groups at both St Augustine’s and Christ the King. They follow the framework of the 
Brownies and Guides Association.  

They have regular events and camping trips. They attend church for parades 
throughout the year.  
 

Contact Details Christ the King St Augustine’s 

Brownies (Tuesday) 

Telephone 

Tania Burton 

07790146172 

Sally Mawson 

024 76333239 

Guides    (Thursday) 

Telephone 

Michelle McManus 

024 76364098 

 

 
 

  

Contact Details Parish Safeguarding Officers 

Name Paula Fitzmaurice 

 

Pauline Johnson 

 

Telephone 024 76336148 024 76403795 
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The Toddler Group 

 Christ the King Toddler Group began in 2008 when it was suggested there should be 
something in the parish for parents and their young children. Initially there was such a large 
amount of interest that groups were set up on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. 
Over the last couple of years this has now increased to five days and is fully subscribed. The 
group is for 
children aged 
from birth to 4 to 
have fun and mix 
with other 
children. It’s also 
an opportunity for 
parents, 
grandparents and 
child-minders to 
socialise with 
other parents and 
carers.  

 

The children do lots of activities including playing with toys, jigsaws, drawing, colouring, play 
dough, card making, gluing and sticking, outdoor play and song time. Tea and coffee is provided 
for adults and the 
children have 
juice and biscuits 
at snack time, as 
well as healthy 
alternatives. A 
small donation 
each week covers 
the cost of 
refreshments and 
resources and any 
extra money is 
donated to a 
charity agreed by 
the group. 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact Details   

Monday/Tuesday Bev 07855 521102 

Wednesday Michelle 07941 171012 

Thursday Josie 07770 741620 

Friday Michelle 07766 495607 
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Youth Group and Youth Café  

The parish has two thriving youth groups 
known as Youth Group and Youth Café. This 
year the club’s celebrated 10 years. Well 
done and thank you to Carmel and her team. 

The youth groups meet on Tuesdays and 
over 100 young people regularly attend. The 
groups are run by a very dedicated team of 
trained Youth Leaders. The meetings end 
with night prayer comprising of both music 
and prayer which is led by the young people. 
They have been involved with Confirmation 
and Communion retreat days at the parish 
primary schools. They enjoy regular outings 
and events. They link up with other groups 
in Coventry, Warwickshire, and the wider 
diocese. The group helps with the Lourdes 
pilgrimage, World Youth Day (WYD) events, 
and the Christmas and Easter parties for the 
sick and housebound. They are also 
involved in National Youth Sunday events 
and support the liturgy at various Masses 
throughout the year. This year many of the 
Youth Group will be again helping out on the 
Annual Birmingham Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes.  

In 2013 twelve young 
parishioners visited 
Rio de Janeiro for 
WYD 2013 with Pope 
Francis. They spent a 

week working on a Mission project before 
spending the following week in RIO for the 
WYD celebrations. 

This year we had a visit from Fr Fernadez 
and Brother Julio from the Brazilian mission 
in Petropolis and the parishioners very 
generously had a collection which  raised 
£2,000. 

 

Contact Details 

Carmel Keane 07980 919936 
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Boxing Club 

The boxing club started on 3rd October 2012 at St Augustine’s Sports Centre. It has proved very 
popular and has grown from the initial sessions on Wednesday and Thursday to now meeting 4 
times a week with extra training on Saturday and Sunday. An average of 50 boys attend each 
session, and there is also a girls boxing session too.  

The Boxing Club now has Amateur Boxing Association accreditation and members are now 
boxing competitively at ABA bouts each month. The results so far have been very successful 
demonstrating the training and fitness levels are good. We also had the good fortune to be 
visited by Barry McGuigan the former World Champion who encouraged the boxers and took 
time to sign autographs and photographs. 

On Friday the 4th April the club hosted a boxing tournament at the Community Centre. It was a 
sell out!!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

Contact Details  

Brendan Malone 07950 690122 
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Under 14 (Rovers) Division C 

Christ the King Football Club 

The club is committed to developing quality football in a community environment. 

Christ the King Juniors FC 

The club continues to field the most teams of any local football club 
with 21 teams competing in the 2013 / 14 season. These range 
from teams Under 8s to Youth level. Below Under 11s are open to 
mixed gender. 

On Saturday morning the club runs Community Coaching sessions 
at the Bablake Playing Fields ground for Reception through to Year 

2 children. These are proving to be very popular and it is great way to introduce young children 
to sport, teamwork and fitness. 

With the introduction of 
5v5, 7v7, 9v9 and the 
regular 11v11 fixtures 
across age groups we 
constantly need to source 
new facilities and pitches. 
Our main older age group 
games take place at 
Bablake Playing Fields 
along with the youngest 
age groups on Saturday 
and Sunday morning. 
Three Spires school is 
now used for our 9v9 
games.  

The club continues to 
offer a strong link 
between the parish and 
the district, although all 
denominations are 
welcome to play, and is a 
strong example of the 
benefits of community 
investment. 

  

Under 13 (Red) Division B 
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Senior 3rd Team, Coventry Alliance League 4 

Christ the King Seniors FC 

The season 2013 / 14 has seen the senior section rebuilding throughout the 3 senior teams 
with a number of players coming through from the Junior Section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, we now field two under 18 teams which provides a further means of developing 
progression from Juniors to Seniors.  

This season one of the under 18 teams managed by Sean Gormley and Danny Corr reached the 
quarter final of the Birmingham County Junior Cup, going out to Rugby Town on penalties. At 
the time of going to press, the Second Team have reached the Semi-Final of the Foleshill Charity 
Cup.  

The facilities at Wheelwright Lane are used by our Junior Section and we have undertaken 
extensive renovation work to bring the old changing rooms back up to working condition and 
have addressed drainage and security issues to protect the ground. Final completion is due for 
the start of the 2014/15 Season.  We already have a new gated access route, a legacy from the 
2012 Olympics investment when the Ricoh Stadium was used to host some football games. The 
Trustees are currently finalising the details of extending our lease at Wheelwright Lane with 
Coventry City Council for a further twenty years from September 2014. 

The 2013 Gala Day was a great success and was blessed with good weather. The 2014 Gala Day 
is planned for Saturday 12th July and will be the main fund raising event for the year.  

A sub-committee is to be formed in the near future, to plan for the seventy year celebration in 
2016, and further information will be released in due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Details  

Website www.christthekingfc.co.uk  

Juniors Paddy Craven - Chairman 

patrick.craven@cityandguilds.com 

07834 841460 

 

Seniors Vincent Sloyan - Chairman 

vinnysloyan@virginmedia.com 

07956 805244 
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Schools 
 

Christ the King Primary School 

 

‘At Christ the King Catholic Primary School, learning, growing and praying together with Christ 
Our King, is in our minds, on our lips and in our hearts.’ The school mission statement is lived 
out in practice as the Catholic ethos permeates across the whole of school life and beyond into 
the community to enable the children to participate fully in the life of the Catholic Church. 

The school offers all-through primary education for 420 pupils, complemented by 52 nursery 
places. A mark of its success is the consistently excellent academic progress achieved by the 
pupils. Outside of the classroom, similarly impressive results are achieved on the sports field 
and in the arts arena. A ‘Before-and After-School’ club is an integral part of the school, and a 
range of extra-curricular clubs and activities offers exciting sporting and artistic opportunities. 

Over the last few years the school has been audited and awarded many recognised national 
standards, including National Healthy Schools Award, Active Mark Gold and the Inclusion 
Quality Mark. The children are very much part of the parish community and participate fully in 
the celebration of the Mass, altar serving, reading and singing in the choir. They love to 
entertain the retired members of the community and also visit residential homes in the area 
where they entertain with dancing, singing, and playing musical instruments. Head Teacher 
Elizabeth Burnett is supported by a dedicated teaching and non-teaching staff who all 
contribute to a rich learning environment and are committed to seeing that every child reaches 
their full potential. 

After many years serving at St Augustine’s and Christ the King at various levels our Deputy 
Headteacher, Mr Peter Burke was appointed as the new Headteacher at St Elizabeth’s. We wish 
him every blessing in his new role and we were very pleased to appoint Mr Andy McConville as 
his successor. The school has had an extensive programme of building refurbishment and roof 
replacement this last year which will improve the facilities for the pupils. 
 

Contact Details 

Telephone 024 76335790 

Email admin@ctk.coventry.sch.uk  

Website www.ctk.coventry.sch.uk 

Address Scots Lane, Coventry, CV6 2DJ 

  

mailto:admin@ctk.coventry.sch.uk
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St Augustine’s Primary School 

St Augustine’s mission statement 
reads:  

‘A learning community united by 
Christ and the teaching of the 
Gospel’. It is a one and a half form 
entry school taking in children 
from our own parish as well as St 
Elizabeth’s, St Osburg’s and Holy 
Family. It has been asked to 
increase to a two form entry 
school by 2018 to accommodate 
growing demand. The school is 
proud of its Patron and celebrates 
his feast each year in May. The school shares its site with the Church, the Sports and 
Community Centre and the Family Support Centre, all under the patronage of St Augustine of 
Canterbury.  

A new Headteacher, Mrs Helen Forrest has been appointed from St Peter and Paul’s School and 
has already made a good impact on the life of the school. Mr Kevin Shakespeare the former 
Deputy has been appointed as Headteacher of St Peter and Paul’s to replace Mrs Forrest and a 
new Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Claire Carey was appointed for St Augustine’s in his place. We 
wish them all well in their new appointments and look forward to working with the new Senior 
Team at School and Parish level. The Governors are embarking on a major refurbishment of the 
school premises including new doors and windows throughout, a new staff room, new kitchens 
and improved play areas. 
 

Contact Details 

Telephone 024 76596988 

Email admin@st-augustines.coventry.sch.uk 

Website www.st-augustines.coventry.sch.uk  

Address Heathcote Street, Coventry, CV6 3BL 
 

Parent Teacher Association and Parent Staff & Friends 

All the primary school children are supported and encouraged through parental involvement, 
with the Parent Teacher Association at Christ the King and the Parent, Staff & Friends group at 
St Augustine’s. The parish works closely to help and encourage the groups. Parents are very 
supportive of the groups and they have managed to raise significant sums of money for the 
benefit of the children and the schools.  Particularly helpful have been the many ways the 
parish has supported the groups through fundraising at the back of church and through the 
community and sports centres. Both groups can be contacted via the school telephone 
numbers. 
 

Contact Details  

Christ the King 024 76335790 

St Augustine 024 76596988 

http://www.st-augustines.coventry.sch.uk/
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Cardinal Newman Catholic School  

All our parish schools ‘feed into’ 
Cardinal Newman Catholic School, ‘A 
Specialist Arts and Community 
College’, on Sandpits Lane, Keresley. 
Its motto is ‘knowledge through the 
light of faith’, very appropriate given 
their patron, Blessed John Henry 
Newman. The school has very strong 
links with the parish youth groups 
and works closely with the feeder 
primary schools, especially in the 
area of sacramental preparation. 
Cardinal Newman School regularly organises lively Masses at the local parish churches and 
retreat days for Primary Schools. 

The school is currently undertaking a programme of building improvements and 
refurbishment. 
 

Contact Details 

Telephone 024 76332382 

Email admin@cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk 

Website www.cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk 

Address Sandpits Lane, Coventry, CV6 2FR 
 

Links to other Schools in our Parish 

There are two schools for young 
people with special education needs 
in the parish: Tiverton School and 
Sherbourne Fields. The parish has 
links with both schools. The priests 
help with assemblies, and there 
have been joint ventures with Christ 
the King School. Some of the pupils 
have been sponsored on trips to 
Lourdes. 

                                                                                                   www.tiverton.coventry.sch.uk 
 

 
                                                         

www.sherbournefields.co.uk 

  

http://www.cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk/
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Nativity films bring Hollywood to Christ the King 

Many of the children at Christ the King have taken part in 
making these films. The films are written and directed by 
Debbie Isitt, and edited by her husband Nick Ager, who are 
parishioners.  

At the time of writing ‘Nativity 3’, which children from the 
parish have been involved in, is due for release in time for 
Christmas 2014. Although there's no word on the plot, 
Nativity 3: Dude, Where's My Donkey? will open during the 
Holiday period of 2014 and Debbie hopes to bring stars 
Martin Freeman (Sherlock) and David Tennant (Doctor Who) 
back for this film. 

 

 

 

Irish President visits Coventry 

The Irish President Michael D Higgins brought his historic four-day state visit to the UK to a 
close in Coventry on Friday 11th April. 

Michael D Higgins and his wife Sabina were presented with a posy 
of flowers by seven-year-old Aoife McGorisk, a pupil from Christ 
the King school.  

Children from Christ the King school were also asked to provide a 
guard of honour, some parishioners were asked to dance and 
others were involved in playing traditional Irish music. 

The President and his wife had a tour of the new cathedral and the 
ruins of the old building that was bombed during World War II. 
They also attended a reception for members of the Irish 
community at St Mary's Guildhall in the city. Fr Tom and a good 
number of parishioners were invited to the civic reception and 
were introduced to the President and his wife. 

On his final address he said: ‘I’m delighted to bring this memorable 
visit to a close in a city with such strong Irish connections. Coventry is also a city that is a 
symbol of peace and reconciliation and I’ve had a great experience of touring the cathedral 
ruins and seeing works of beauty. It has been a privilege to keep strengthening the bond of 
friendship through this visit and I can’t think of a better place to bring it to an end that with the 
Irish community.’ 
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Pastoral Work 
 

Reaching Out 

We are able to offer pastoral support to people through various groups 
including the Pastoral Care Group, Bereavement Team, Marriage Care, Life, 
Justice and Peace, Legion of Mary, St Vincent de Paul, Knights of St Columba, and 
the Pioneers. We are a Fair Trade Parish.  

F airTrade Tea and Coffee is now offered in the Library after every Mass.  
 

Pastoral Care Group 

The Pastoral Care Group are volunteers who visit people that are sick or housebound or live in 
Care Homes. They visit both Catholics and Non-Catholics on request and in a spirit of trust and 
confidentiality. It is typically a short, friendly and regular visit. All Pastoral Care volunteers 
have been CRB checked and carry an identity card. Parishioners who are no longer able to join 
the community for Sunday Mass welcome a visit and so feel connected to our Parish. As 
volunteers they value their ministry and find it very rewarding. If you know anyone who would 
like a visit please let them know as they would be delighted to make arrangements. Please ring 
the Presbytery on 024 76 591 618 or leave a note through the letter box. 
 

Contact Details  

Presbytery  024 76591618 
 

Bereavement Team 

The Bereavement Team are volunteers who 
are available to visit and support those who 
have been bereaved. The team are a small 
discreet group of specially trained 
parishioners who offer a confidential listening 
ear and an opportunity to share some of your 
grief.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact Details  

Presbytery 024 76591618 

Left to right Back: Sr Rita, Ian Ridley, Mary Duke 
Front: Cathy Lowe, Teresa Davies. 
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Marriage Care  

Coventry Marriage Care is one of 60 centres across the 
country which supports marriage by providing Marriage 
Preparation courses and counselling support to couples 
or individuals with relationship problems. 

Getting married? Planning the church, the dress, the 
flowers, the honeymoon? Have you thought about the 
next 50 plus years? Marriage Care offers Marriage 
Preparation courses usually in partnership with the 
parish and courses are held either at 13 Stoney Road or 
in parish centres.  

One of our parishioners arranges the local course for 
Marriage Care and the parish centre is often used as a 
venue for these courses. 
 

Contact Details 

Angela Cook atcook@hotmail.com 

National telephone 0800 3893801 

Website www.marriagecare.org.uk  
 

Justice and Peace 

The group aims to raise awareness of justice and peace issues and to take 
action when and where appropriate. Formed in 2007 they started the Fair 
Trade shop in Christ the King and St Augustine’s. The parish has obtained 
Fair Trade status. They support CAFOD campaigns, for example the Climate 
Change cards sent to the Prime Minister and the Live Simply Campaign. The 
parish has sent donations of food to the Peace House in Coventry which 
supports destitute asylum seekers and has collected items to send to the 
Coventry Churches Refugee Centre. At Christmas the group encourages 
parishioners to send cards to Prisoners of Conscience and messages to Christians in Bethlehem. 
In the summer they organise a collection of school uniforms for children of asylum seekers. 

 

http://ibbagirlsschool.org 

 

 

In 2014 we are sponsoring the IBBA Girls School in South Sudan. We have promised to support 
a Senior Teacher in the school for the next five years at a cost of £5,000 per annum. 

The group meet once a month in the Library. New members are welcome. 
 

Contact Details 

Freda Lambert 01676 522908 

Website www.justice-and-peace.org.uk  

  

http://www.marriagecare.org.uk/
http://www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/
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CAFOD 

CAFOD is the official Catholic aid agency for England and Wales. 
CAFOD works with over 500 partners in more than 40 countries 
across the world to bring hope, compassion and solidarity to poor 
communities, standing side by side with them to end poverty and 
injustice. They work with people of all faiths and none. Inspired by Scripture, Catholic Social 
Teaching and the experiences and hopes of people living in poverty, CAFOD works for a safe, 
sustainable and peaceful world.  See website for more information: www.cafod.org.uk  

During 2013 we have donated £18,500 to the Philippines disaster as well as two generous 
Family Fast collections.  

 

 

 
 

 

Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary meets in the library every Monday at 7pm, and you are most welcome to 
join them. The Legion of Mary was founded in Dublin, Ireland on 7 September 1921. It is a lay 
Catholic organisation whose members give service to the Church on a 
voluntary basis in almost every country. The objective of the Legion of 
Mary is to glorify God through the holiness of its members, developed by 
prayer and active co-operation in Mary and the Church’s work. The unit of 
the Legion of Mary is called a praesidium, which holds a weekly meeting, 
where prayer is intermingled with reports and discussion.  
 

Contact Details 

Pat Flanagan 024 76335383 

Website www.legionofmary.ie 
 

The Pioneers 

The CTK Pioneers meet in the parish library every month and support the work of the parish.  

Last year the Pioneer Hall in Broad Street which is the Pioneers Coventry base 
was renovated. The Hall is used in conjunction with Momentum Care who 
provide a Day Care Centre used by many of our Parishioners.  

The Parish Group are currently involved in celebrating fifty years of the 
meeting in Coventry and the associated establishment of the Pioneer Hall. 
 

Contact Details  

Rev Gerry O’Reilly 024 76333881 

Website www.pioneerassociation.ie 

  

Contact Details  

CAFOD www.cafod.org.uk 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/
http://www.legionofmary.ie/
http://www.cafod.org.uk/
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The Saint Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

Locally we are proud of our own SVP Group, and all the proceeds from the paper 
stall support them. Jim Curtis, on the newspaper stall, can give you more 
information and says that they are always looking for new volunteers. The 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society has an excellent website communicating the work 
they do. In short, the Society aims to help anyone in need locally.  
 

Contact Details  

Jim Curtis 024 76591388 

Website www.svp.org.uk 
 

The Knights of St Columba 

The Knights meet every month and provide great support to the wider Catholic community. As 
well as fundraising for many good causes the Knights offer practical help at all 
the major diocesan and deanery events.  
 

Contact Details  

Keith Millage 024 76601136 

Website www.ksc.org.uk 
 

Epilepsy Action 

Many parishioners are members of the Coventry Branch of Epilepsy Action and meet on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 7.30 pm in the Friends Meeting House, 
Hill Street, Coventry. Admission is free. If you have epilepsy, or are affected 
by it and would like to join us, you are very welcome. Talking to someone 
who understands how you feel can be a great help. If you do not feel at ease in a group 
situation, you can also ring a free phone help line 0808 800 5050 between 9am and 4pm 
Monday to Friday. 
 

Contact Details  

Bridie Cryan 024 76337789 

Website www.epilepsy.org.uk 
 

Financial Support 

Over the year we have continued to give not only time but also financial support to a wide 
range of deserving institutions and organisations. The Parish Accounts give fuller details of our 
giving, but of particular note we must mention: World Poverty (Green boxes at the 
back of church), CAFOD, Coventry Refugee Centre, the Red Boxes/APF, Cord, and 

Global Care. 

 

 

coventrycyrenians.co.uk      asylum-welcome.org                                                        globalcare.org.uk          missio.org.uk 

http://www.svp.org.uk/
http://www.epilepsy.org.uk/
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Alcoholics Anonymous 

AA is concerned solely with the personal recovery and continued sobriety of 
individual alcoholics who need help. If you seem to be having trouble with 
your drinking, or if your drinking has reached the point of where it worries 
you, you may be interested to know something about Alcoholics Anonymous 
and the AA programme of recovery from alcoholism.  

The Parish host a meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous every Friday from 12.30pm to 2.00pm in 
the Library. 

The Presbytery flat is also used to offer accommodation for up to six months to people seeking 
to stop their alcohol dependence. Over the last few years a good number have benefitted from 
this facility. 

 

Contact Details  

Fr Andrew Franklin 024 76591618 

Website www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk 
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Community 
 

Community Centre 

 On the same site as the church is the 
Community Centre. The Centre is used 
for all sorts of family events and 
receptions. It is used by many groups 
for conferences and meetings, and by 
local schools, neighbourhood groups, 
MP's surgeries, and health visitors. It 
is also used to host parish events and 
meals and is a popular meeting place 
for the local community. The Club has 
a Sky Sports package and BT Sport. 

 

 

 

Additionally over the last 12 months we have had football celebrity nights when Kevin 
Gallagher, Paul Merson, Ronnie Whelan, Neil Ruddock, Micky Quinn, John Aldrigde and local  
Coventry players have talked about their time as professional players. Recently boxing legend 
Barry McGuigan has also appeared. 
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What’s on in the Community Centre? 

Monday  Monday Club: Reduced prices on selected products. All Day!! 
 Monday nights Upstairs – Keogh Academy of Irish Dance.  
 Children’s Lessons, Beginners to Championship levels 7.00pm 
 Adults Ceili Lessons Beginners to Advanced levels 7.30pm 
 Brass Band Group 
 Coventry over 50's Fellowship 

Tuesday  Yoga to improve general well-being and mobility. 10.00 -11.00am. 
Details Maureen 76415586 or 07507 636623. 

 Weight Watchers. 7pm. Contact Sarah 07971 010105 
 Guitar group  
 Drama Group  
 Ceroc Dancing 

Wednesday  Afternoon/evening Martial Arts Group 
 Yoga to relax and get fit! 6.30pm to 8.00pm All welcome, beginners, 

men & women. Contact Maureen 76415586 / 07507 636623 
 Line Dancing 
 Keep Fit 

Thursday  Gateway Ladies 
 Solo Club 
 Keep fit 
 Quiz Night 
 Mercia Friendship Club. 1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Friday  Evening - used for Parish, Family and Charity events 
Saturday  Day / Evening - used for Parish, Family and Charity events 
Sunday  Parish Bingo and Dance. ‘Open the box’ and live Music 

 

If any of these groups are of interest please contact the centre. 
 

Contact Details  

Frank Keogh (Manager) 024 76593444 

Website www.ctkparishcentre.co.uk 
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St Augustine’s Sports Centre 

The Sports Centre at St Augustine is a popular local facility. It has three squash courts, a fully 
equipped gym, a weights room and a full sized sports hall for football, badminton and 
basketball. The upper floor is used for dance, keep fit, martial arts and cultural classes for the 
Tamil community. In addition the boxing club also use the facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a school holiday club for working parents who need childcare. There is also a summer 
holiday play scheme. The centre is used by local schools on weekday mornings, also for local 
sports teams for training sessions and can be hired for family events and children’s parties. 

We are hoping to make improvements to the Squash Courts and the Boxing Club facilities. We 
are grateful to receive Grant Aid for this work. We are working with Coventry City Council to 
apply for further funding to improve the changing rooms and the gym. 

Membership is not required and facilities are available on a play and pay basis.  

What’s on at St Augustine’s Sports Centre? 

Open 12noon to 10pm Mon to Friday, 9am to 10pm Saturday and Sunday.  

Monday  Dance School 5pm  
 Kick boxing 6pm  
 Badminton club 8pm 

Tuesday  Ladies Boxing 6pm  
 Yoga 7.15 pm 
 Badminton 8pm 
 Samadhi Yoga.7.15-8.30 pm. £4. Details Kathy 07856 787807.  

Wednesday  Boxing Club 6.30pm  
 Circuit Training 7pm 
 Tai Chi. 7.30 -9 pm. £6. £4 concessions. Details Martin 76769144. 

Thursday  Boxing Club 6.30pm  
 Bhangra Dancing 8pm 

Friday  Dance school 5pm  
 Kick boxing 6.30pm 

Saturday  Dance school 9am   
 Boxing 11 am 

Sunday  Boxing 6pm 
 

Contact Details  

Tim Evans or Alan Kerr 024 76601118 
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St Augustine’s Family Centre 

The family centre was opened in 2009. The  
purpose built facility is well used, offering a 
range of courses and support for families with 
young children. There are parenting classes, 
health classes and help with education and 
employment. The centre works closely with 
the school and the Parish and is a great asset to 
the area. 

 

 

Contact Details  

Telephone 024 76785300 

 

Credit Union 

In response to people’s financial needs the Parish is working with 
New Central Credit Union and has established a base at St 
Augustine’s Church. This will initially open on a Thursday at St 
Augustine’s Church enabling people to develop a saving culture 
with the option of borrowing money at a sensible rate of interest. 
This is to avoid people having to go to high rate loan companies or 
loan sharks. It is hoped to expand the service and perhaps have 
another opening day on the Christ the King site. 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

New Central Credit Union Ltd 024 76633456 

info@newcentralcu.co.uk  

www.newcentralcu.co.uk  

St Augustine’s Church, Thursday,  10-30am to 1.30pm 

 

 

 

 

Take Control of your Money.. 
Join Your Local Credit Union Now 

Start Saving with us today!! 
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Pilgrimages 

The parish organises a pilgrimage abroad each year. Every other year this is to Lourdes, joining 
with the Diocesan Pilgrimage at the end of May.  

In 2013 the Parish took 100 
people to Lourdes and was greatly 
supported by the Youth Group. We 
also had a Walking Pilgrimage to 
Santiago for fifteen people. The 
Youth Group took twelve 
members to RIO for World Youth 
Day with Pope Francis. Fifty 
people also travelled to 
Medjugorje. This year we are 
planning a trip for forty people to 
Poland in June to visit some of the 
shrines.  There is a trip in 
September to the Holy Land for 45 
people and Deacon Pat is 
organising trips to Medjugorje in 
May and October for 100 people. 
So a lot of travelling planned for 
the coming year. 

We support local Diocesan 
Pilgrimages to Hednesford, 
Harvington, and Walsingham. We 
enjoy regular trips to Oscott 
(Seminary of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham) for talks and prayer, 
and we have organised trips to 
various religious art exhibitions 
and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For news on pilgrimages please read the weekly newsletter or look on our website. 
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Parish Camping Weekend 

For the last four years the Parish has organised a 
weekend family camp at Packington. There is a 
full programme of events for children of all ages, 
including the adults! Families enjoy rock 
climbing, go-karting, an assault course, archery 
and many other activities. We have a Garden 
Party on Saturday when we are joined by 
parishioners who come for the day.  The night 
ends around the campfire with a sing song. On 
Sunday we have an outdoor Mass together. The 
parish youth group help to organise and steward 
the event which grows in popularity each year. 
The numbers attending have grown from 130 to 180 and in 2014 we are expecting over 200.  

This year’s dates are Friday 29th August to Sunday 31st September.  

Italian Classes 

The aim of the Italian class is to learn enough to make a holiday in Italy a bit more enjoyable. It 
cover topics such as ordering in a 
restaurant, booking accommodation, 
asking for directions to places, 
shopping etc. The group meets every 
other Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

Freda Lambert 01676 522908 
 

Mercia Friendship Club 

The Mercia Friendship Club is for the over 50's. It meets every Thursday, in the school term, 
from 1pm to 3pm in the Community Centre. Entrance costs 50p per person. This covers a cup of 
tea and biscuits, companionship and a variety of entertainment. It is a social club and starts 
with prayers for the sick and sorrowful of the parish. If they know a member is sick they visit 
with a card and a gift. Also if a member is missing for an extended period a phone call is made 
to keep in touch. A weekly raffle enables the club to subsidise a meal for all the members 
around Christmas time and send donations to the Myton Hospice, Macmillan Nurses and Mary’s 
Meals.  

Contact Details  

Rev Pat Flanagan 024 76335383 
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Walking Club 

This started in February 2013, meeting 
on Sunday afternoon’s at 3pm in the 
church car park. All are welcome to join 
us for a Sunday afternoon walk.  

There are now about thirty regular 
walkers. The club was the basis for the 
successful walking pilgrimage to Santiago 
de Compostela. The group is well 
organised by Mike and Pat Green and 
walkers receive an email each week with 
planned route, time and distance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crochet Club 

Started in 2012 for adults, meeting  
during term time on Wednesday 
afternoons 1.30 to 3pm. 50p per 
session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

Pat Green patmgreen242@hotmail.com 

Contact Details  

Myra Breslin 76590165 

Email:  myrabreslin@aol.com 
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Personnel 
 

Priests 

The Very Rev Canon Tom Farrell (known as Fr 
Tom)  has been Parish Priest since 2006 and was 

joined by Father Andrew Franklin in 2011. Fr Tom, 

here pictured with the Parish dog Kai has some 

other duties in the Diocese. He has been a member 

of the Cathedral Chapter since 1996 and is also a 

Trustee of the Diocese and a Trustee of Oscott 

College, the Diocesan Seminary. He was ordained 

in 1983 at Corpus Christi Church in Coventry and 

some of his family still live in Coventry. So 

working in Coventry is a little like being at home.  

 

Father Andrew Franklin is a Priest of the Wrexham Diocese on loan to our Parish. Like Father Tom, 

Father Andrew studied at Oscott College and was ordained in 2004, so this year he is celebrating ten 

years as a Priest. In September he will begin a two year Course in Canon Law which will allow him 

to help with Matrimonial Law work for the Church. 

Both Priests share the responsibility of walking the dog and enjoy golf on their days off. 
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Other Priests who help in our Parish 

Father Tom Raftery has been helping in the Parish for the last 6 years. He is a Holy Ghost Father 
who spent over 50 years working in Africa as a teacher in 
missionary colleges. He worked in Sierra Leone and Ghana. He is 
now retired in Dublin but has still found time to complete  a 
Master’s Degree at Maynooth College. Because of family links he 
has been a regular visitor to Christ the King and has generously 
come to help in the summer and after 
Christmas. He will be returning to visit 
again in 2014. 

Fr Donlan, pictured right, is the former 
parish priest at Holy Family (now retired 
in Tamworth), helps out at St Augustine 
every month 

 

 

Deacons 

The role of the Permanent Deacon is one of supporting the Bishop in a local setting. Often called 
‘the bishop’s men’, their primary responsibility is to the sick and poor of the parish; called to 
serve. Deacons Pat Flanagan and Gerry O’Reilly were ordained in 1999 and have given 14 years 
of faithful service to the parish. Last year Tony Janew and Joseph Patterson completed the final 
year of a four year Deacon training programme at Oscott College. They were ordained on 
Saturday 20th July, 2013 at St Chad’s in Birmingham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon in training 

In 2012 Keith Millage started training to be a Deacon. After a year’s 
break, Keith now plans to resume his training in September 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Flanagan             Gerry O’Reilly                Tony Janew                  Joe Patterson             
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Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary 

Sisters Ruth, Rita and Anne belong to the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary founded in 1924 
by Bishop Joseph Shanahan for evangelising the women of Southern Nigeria. Between them 
they have over 100 years of missionary work in Africa. Anne, after many years as a teacher in 
Kenya and Zambia, worked with women and AIDS orphans in the Zambia Copperbelt. Rita was 
engaged in preventative medicine, health education and the training of nurses in Zambia and 
Mozambique. In Nigeria Ruth produced Christian radio and TV programmes and videos and 
taught media and communication skills to church personnel. In 2003 they joined Christ the 

King, on mission to the people of Coventry. Rita is 
Parish Sister with special interest in Pastoral Care. 
Ruth concentrates on work with other Christians 
and faiths and is on the parish Justice and Peace 
group with special interest in asylum seekers.  

Last year the three sisters celebrated 50 years of 
service to the church. Sister Ruth produced weekly 
reflections for the ‘Year of Faith’ and continues to 
produce a monthly reflection circulated by email, 
and also available on the website. Sister Ruth also 
spoke at our Lenten Retreat. Sister Anne has now 
retired from any active service. 

 

Contact Details  

Sister Ruth 024 76335319 

Email holyrosarycov@aol.com 

 

Parish Secretary 

Mrs Fiona McLintock was appointed Parish Secretary 
in February 2013. Her main responsibilities are to 
help with the administration of the parish. She helps 
with planning funerals, baptisms, weddings, arranging 
the priests’ diaries, parish room bookings and dealing 
with parish finances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

Fiona McLintock 024 76591618 

Email admin@ctk-cov.org.uk  

 



  Personnel 
 

www.ctk-cov.org.uk Annual Report & Parish Directory 2013/14 43 

Remembering Rhona 

Rhona Barry passed away on 17th December, 2012 after a short illness.  Rhona had worked in 
the parish for over 30 years and with 19 priests over that time. The parish recognises her great 
contribution to the church over so many years, may she rest in peace. Amen, 

On Rhona’s first 
anniversary Fr Tom 
celebrated Mass in 
Skibbereen and 
blessed the 
headstone that her 
family had erected 
at the local 
cemetery. In 
memory of Rhona 
her family have 
donated a beautiful 
Irish made thurible 
dating back to 1878. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Archives 

The Parish archivists are Mary O’ Farrell and Freda Lambert. If you have any items for the 
archives eg, photos, booklets, documents, newspaper clippings, then please let us have them.  

Mary and Freda are continuing to collect resources and this year are working on a project 
entitled ‘A Year in the Life of Christ the King Parish’ where they are collecting information and 
material for one calendar year to give a snapshot of Parish life. 
 

Contact Details  

Mary O’ Farrell 024 76332823 

Freda Lambert 01676 522908 
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Our Patrons 
 

Christ the King 

The Feast of Christ the King was begun by Pope Pius XI in 1925 in 
response to a growing nationalism and secularism.  It is celebrated on 
the last Sunday of Ordinary Time; the Sunday before Advent begins.  
In 1969 Pope Paul VI gave the feast the new title of ‘Our Lord Jesus 
Christ King of the Universe’, noting that we look forward to when 
Christ reigns supreme on earth as he does in heaven. Each year, on 
the Feast of Christ the King, we have a day of celebration with our 
youth and solemn evening prayer in the afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is celebrated on 11 February, the 
anniversary of the first appearance of Mary to St Bernadette 
Soubirous, in 1858.  The Blessed Virgin Mary identified herself as the 
Immaculate Conception and asked that a shrine be built at the location 
of her appearance in Masabielle. The visions and messages were to 
inspire renewed devotion to Mary Immaculate, and hence the focal 
point of the feast is not the events at Lourdes, but the Immaculate 
Conception.   

 

 

 

St Augustine of Canterbury 

St Augustine of Canterbury was a monk from Italy sent by Pope 
Gregory the Great to establish the Faith in England. The Venerable 
Bede tells the story that Pope Gregory the Great saw some fair-haired 
and fair-skinned slaves in a slave market in Italy, and was told that 
they were Angles. 'Not Angles but angels,' he replied.  Though previous 
missionaries had evangelised in England, notably the Celtic saints, it is 
Augustine who has become known as the Apostle of England. He was 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury. He died in 605. In 2010 this 
celebration was raised to the rank of Feast in England and Wales. His 
feast day is celebrated on 27th May. 
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A Brief History of Christ the King & Our Lady of Lourdes 

In the mid-1920s Coundon was a rural area but by 1931 it was incorporated into the City of 
Coventry. Opportunities for employment were attracting people from other parts of the UK and 
abroad.  

In 1932 the Archbishop asked Father William Rooney to set up a new parish of Christ the King 
in Coundon which he described as ‘a field with a good debt on it’. At first, Mass was celebrated 
in private homes, a cinema and then in a temporary wooden church built in January 1933. It 
was later extended because of the number of parishioners. In 1938 Christ the King Primary 
School was opened with 101 children on the register. 

During the Second World War shelters were built in the school playground and the school was 
obliged to take in children aged 11-14. After the city had been devastated by enemy bombers in 
November 1940 many children were evacuated and in April 1941 a bomb fell on the school 
garden. Hostels were set up in the parish to accommodate war workers from other parts of 
Britain and Ireland.  

After the war the numbers in the parish continued to expand and by 1947 they numbered 
3,500. Numbers were boosted by Catholic refugees from Eastern Europe. Christ the King 
Football Club was founded in 1946. A large extension to the school was completed in 1951.   

The Second Vatican Council was convened by Pope John XX111 in 1959 and in the same year 
Father McTernan became parish priest. He had the task of introducing the changes to the 
Liturgy which occurred during subsequent years, particularly the translation of the Latin Mass 
into English. During his time as parish priest much new building was undertaken. The wooden 
church was replaced by a brick building in 1972. St. Augustine’s Primary School opened in 1970 
and was extended in 1975. In 1973 a new Christ the King Junior School was built in Scots Lane. 
Comprehensive reorganisation of Catholic secondary education was undertaken and a new 
comprehensive school – Cardinal Newman- was opened for children from parishes on the north 
side of the City in 1969.  

Another major project was the construction of the Community and Social Centre in 1975.  

St. Augustine’s Church was built next to the school in 1979 and the Sports Centre was opened in 
1990. 

The visit of Pope John Paul II to Coventry in 1982 coincided with the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations in the parish. Father McTernan continued as parish priest until 1993 when he 
retired through ill health and Father Eamon Clarke replaced him. The buildings which had been 
constructed during the 1970s and 1980s were in need of repair. The two churches, the schools, 
the parish centre and the Presbytery were all renovated and the Church sanctuary was re-
ordered.  

In 1999 two deacons, Pat Flanagan and Gerry O’Reilly were ordained for the Parish. In 2003 the 
Sisters of the Holy Rosary established a Convent in the parish. 

Early in 2006 Canon Farrell became parish priest bringing with him much energy and 
expertise.  

In 2011 the Christ the King Infant and Christ the King Junior combined to be known as Christ 
the King Primary School, still based on two separate sites. 

In 2012 Rhona Barry passed away after a short illness. Rhona had worked in the parish for over 
30 years assisting 19 priests as parish secretary. 

In 2013 Tony Janew and Joseph Patterson completed the final year of a four year Deacon 
training programme at Oscott College. They were ordained on Saturday 20th July, 2013 at St 
Chad’s in Birmingham 
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Finance and Buildings 

The parish is blessed with excellent buildings and facilities.  

We have two churches, one at Christ the King and one at St Augustine’s with meeting rooms 
and facilities attached to the presbytery. We also have the Parish Community Centre at Christ 
the King, the Parish Sports Centre at St Augustine’s, and the Family Centre at St Augustine’s. 
There are three school buildings and two caretakers’ houses. 

In recent times all the buildings have reached an age when they have needed some repair and 
renovation. The Church at Christ the King has had a new roof, new carpets, has been decorated 
inside and out and has had a new balcony rail fitted. There are new fire escape doors, new 
security and sound system. 

At Christ the King the altar furniture and sanctuary fittings have all been improved. An angelus 
bell has been fitted and is a great witness in the local area. The library has been converted to a 
meeting facility with a kitchen and is used three times a day for various meetings and groups.  

The Parish Community Centre is undergoing a gradual process of renovation. The toilets and 
kitchen have all been refitted and renewed. There have been new carpets, decoration and 
improvements to the grounds and exterior. A wheelchair lift has been fitted for access to the 
first floor. 

St Augustine’s church now has a kitchen and space for refreshments after Mass. There is a new 
heating system and the church has been redecorated and re-carpeted. There is an improved 
sound system and the car parking and fencing have been improved. The front entrance has 
been improved and the facia and guttering will be replaced.  

The Sports Centre has been completely redecorated and there has been new equipment for the 
gym. The squash courts have been refurbished with the help of Sport England. The boxing gym 
is now well equipped with GrantAid. A Lottery Grant will allow us to refurbish the gym and 
changing rooms in the coming year. The site now includes a Family Centre which is very well 
supported and is a great asset to the local community. 

All three parish school buildings have seen significant improvements. There are new entrances 
at St Augustine’s and Christ the King Primary School (Scot’s Lane site). There is a new parents 
room and sensory room at Christ the King (Westhill Road site). All the school sites have seen 
improvements to the school grounds. The parish has been able to help with some of these 
projects as well as contributing £25,000 each year to the central diocesan schools fund. It is 
essential that we maintain all these parish facilities that are so well used and vital to the 
mission of the church and the building of a strong community.  

We ask that you look at your weekly giving to the church and consider the Gift Aid scheme 
which helps make the most of the monies you give. 

Our accounts show how our money is spent each year.  
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Finance and Buildings Committee 

This group has now been set up and serves to advise the parish priest in financial matters. The 
committee has oversight of all financial areas of the parish. The committee is made up on 10 
members: Fr Tom, Will Carr, David Parnell, John Rock, Paddy Barrett, Colin Fisher, Pat Sheehan, 
Paula Dolan and Con McHugh.  Marina Berry joined the committee in January 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future plans  

Last year we detailed the following, and are pleased to show the following updates: 

 Parish Retreat / Mission for Lent 2014 - Retreat planned for Lent 2015. 

 Sponsorship of School Teacher in South Sudan for five years - First year payment made. 

 Continued support for heating system at St Elizabeth’s Church - Second instalment paid. 

 Angelus Bell for St Augustine’s - To be completed this year. 

 New doors for front of St Augustine’s Church – Planned for this year. 

 Building improvements to both Parish Schools – Ongoing. 

 Development and Grant Aid for Sports Centre - Ongoing. 

 Continued refurbishment of Parish Centre – Ongoing. 

 New Database and computerisation of accounts – Training in progress. 

 Open Week of Welcome – September/October 2014. 

 Building improvements: new suspended ceiling and car park refurbishment - Completed. 

 Improved parking for funeral and wedding cars outside the church - Completed. 

 Fascia Board and Guttering at St Augustine’s - Completed. 

  

Back: Con McHugh, Paddy Barrett, Fr Tom, Dave Parnell, Will Carr. 
                  Front: Paula Dolan, John Rock Colin Fisher. 

 

Pat Sheehan                 Marina Berry  
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Summary Receipts and Payments 2013 2012 2013

Parish Receipts

Offertory

Gift Aid £53,456 £52,369

Non Gift Aid £40,048 £43,441

Tax refund £13,833 £13,586

Other £3,444

Fundraising £1,103 £861

Donations £12,905 £10,269

Legacies £0 £2,000

Special Collections/Donations £58,049 £26,452

Pilgrimages £36,503

£182,838 £185,481

Devotional

Candles £10,157 £10,944

Repository £5,365 £5,157

Papers £4,587 £4,200

£20,109 £20,301

Investment Income

Interest £125 £200

£125 £200

Loan Repayments £13,255 £12,400

£13,255 £12,400

Total Receipts from Parish Based Activities £216,327 £218,382

Parish Payments

Church Liturgical/Pastoral

General £35,775 £30,875

Clergy Expenses/Allowances £16,833 £17,936

Clergy Miscellaneous £0 £42

Supply Priests £2,085 £1,565

Levies to Diocese £28,770 £28,941

Payments re special collections £55,464 £15,882

Pilgrimages £41,090

£138,927 £136,331

Devotional

Candles £1,305 £2,093

Repository £3,976 £4,539

Papers £5,190 £5,085

£10,471 £11,717

Administration

Personnel Wages £20,830 £22,688

General £4,559 £6,576

Fundraising £484 £414

Interest/Bank £0 £272

£25,873 £29,950

Buildings Maintenance/Running Costs

House £20,074 £19,681

Church £25,211 £34,852

Major Repairs £0 £55,520

£45,285 £110,053

Loans Given £35,000 £15,000

£35,000 £15,000

Donations £5,356 £8,860

£5,356 £8,860

Miscellaneous £0 £685

£0 £685

Total Payments £260,912 £312,596

Deficit from Parish Based Activities £44,585 £94,214

Income From Non Parish Based Activities

Sports Hall £26,000 £22,000

Social Club £70,125 £72,000

£96,125 £94,000

Net Surplus/Defecit £51,540 -£214

2013 Accounts 

The Parish accounts are based on the Year end 31 December 2013. They were submitted to the 
Archdiocese in 18 February 2014. Below is a summary: 
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Parish Assets 
 

 
 

Gift Aid  

The Gift Aid scheme enables the parish to recover money from Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) from tax paid by 
Parishioners.  

If you are a tax payer please help us increase your offering by 
joining the Gift Aid Scheme. This boosts a person’s offering by 25%. 
For example if a person gives £5 a week (£260 per year), the parish 
is able to reclaim £65 payable by HMRC raising the actual donation 
to the parish to £325 per annum.  

You do not need to be working to pay tax, and may be paying in other ways for example interest 
on savings. If so you can contribute through Gift Aid scheme. 

For the tax year 2013 the scheme will recover about £14,000 and at 
present there are over 300 parishioners in the Gift Aid scheme.  

We are very grateful to John Rock who organises our Gift Aid scheme. 
You can talk to John or one of the priests, if you would like to join the 
scheme or need any further information. 

The scheme is strictly confidential and contributions can vary week by week depending on the 
individuals financial status. 

See for more information see http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/individuals/giving/gift-aid.htm 
 

Contact Details  

John Rock 024 76594318 
 

  

Net Assetts

Bank £131,783 £133,005

Loans owing to the Parish £88,200 £90,600

Diocesan Investment Fund £233,893 £261,197

£453,876 £484,802
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2nd Collections  

In addition to the weekly collections for the Parish, we regularly support the following 
collections and charities: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Collection 

2 February Pro Life 

16 February Catholic Education Service 

2 March Cathedral Maintenance 
16 March Lent Fast – CAFOD 

18 April  Holy Places 
11 May Clergy Training Fund 

29 June Peter’s Pence 
13 July Apostleship of the Sea 

28 September Father Hudson’s Society 

5 October Family Fast (CAFOD) 
2 November Johnson Association (Retired and Infirm Clergy) 

23 November Catholic Youth Service 
7 December Poor Parishes Fund 
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Contact List  

Parish Priest Canon Tom Farrell, father-tom@ctk-cov.org.uk 
Assistant Priest Father Andrew Franklin, father-andy@ctk-cov.org.uk 

Parish Secretary Fiona McLintock, admin@ctk-cov.org.uk 
Presbytery 76591618 

Presbytery Address 14 Westhill Road, Coventry, CV6 2AA   
Deacons (Pat, Gerry, Tony, Joe) Please call the presbytery 76591618 

Website and email queries www.ctk-cov.org.uk, admin@ctk-cov.org.uk 

Sisters of the Holy Rosary 76335319 
Christ the King Primary School 76335790 

St. Augustine’s Primary School 76596988 
Cardinal Newman Catholic School 76332382 

Parents & Toddlers             Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 

Bev 07855 521102  
Bev 07855 521102  
Michelle 07941 171012 
Josie 07770 741620 
Michelle 07766 495607 

Children’s Liturgy Sian Smith 76 459703 

Parish Safeguarding Officers 
 

Paul Fitzmaurice 76336148 
Pauline Johnson 76403795 

Music Group Dorothy Field 76599668 
Christ the King Brownies 
St Augustine’s Guides 
Christ the King Guides 

Tania Burton 07790146172 
Sally Mawson 76333239 
Michelle McManus 76364098 

Football Team                         Seniors 
Juniors 

Vincent Sloyan 07956 805244 
Paddy Craven 07834 841460 

Scripture Sharing Freda Lambert 01676 522908 

Prayer Group Pat Hobbs 76334574 
Catechesis Through Art Denise Ladbury 76333001 

Marriage Care Angela Cook atcook@hotmail.com 
Justice & Peace Freda Lambert 01676 522908 

Legion of Mary Pat Flanagan 76335388 

Youth Group Carmel Keane 07980 919936 
St Vincent de Paul Society Jim Curtis 76591388 

Knights of St Columba Keith Millage 76601136 
Epilepsy Action Bridie Cryan 76337789 

Alcoholics Anonymous Fr Andrew Franklin76591628 
The Pioneers Gerry O’Reilly 76333881  

Epilepsy Action Bridie Cryan 76337789 

Mercia Friendship Club Pat Flanagan 76335383 
Italian Classes Freda Lambert 01676 522908 

Crochet Club Myra Breslin 76590165 
Community Centre Frank Keogh 76593444 

Sports Centre Tim Evans or Alan Kerr 76601118 
Boxing Club Brendan Malone 07950690122  

St Augustine’s Family Centre 76785300 
Parish Archive Mary O’ Farrell 76332823 

Freda Lambert 01676 522908 

http://www.ctk-cov.org.uk/


  
 

 
 


