
Dear Parishioners, 
We are blessed with a strong parish 
community with lots of activities for all 
ages. We are particularly blessed with many 
young families and a good youth group. 
These are our future. We have excellent 
buildings and facilities due to the hard work 
and generosity of the previous generation 
of Catholics who established the parish in 
1932 and have helped build schools, 
churches and community buildings at Christ 
the King and St Augustine's. The most 
recent of these building were built back in 
the 1980s so for the last 30 years we have 
lived on this inheritance. I would like us to 
start making plans for the future and for us 
to look at how we in our time can support 
the work of the parish so that the next 
generation of Catholic’s can enjoy schools, 
churches and the parish community. If we 
all give a little then we can build up a secure 
future for those who come after us. Please 
read this leaflet carefully and think of how 
you can help.  God Bless. 

Fr Tom  
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In our weekly newsletter we let you know what we collect 
in our offerings, and our annual parish report gives you a 
set of accounts for the year but here are some of the costs 
you may not have thought of. Some of our recent ‘high’ 
expenditure is on the right hand side. It is important to 
keep on top of maintenance so that property does not fall 
into disrepair. 

Although our income each week is good we do have to 
meet a number of costs outside the parish. For instance 
25% of our offertory income £30,000 (equivalent to £600 
per week) goes to our schools fund. This is to help build 
new schools. We have fine schools and these have been 
provided from this fund. In due course our present schools 
will need replacing and this will be funded from the central 
budget. To maintain our buildings and to pay for heat and 
light costs £60,000. We are generous in our support of 
other parishes and charities, supporting the needy last year 
we gave £34,000 to these good causes. We know from 
running our own homes that costs go up and this is also 
true with the running costs of the parish. Just a small 
increase from each person will be enough. Often we have 
not changed what we give to the church for many years. 
Perhaps we could think about that now with this appeal.  
Also I welcome any other suggestions you may have. Please 
let me know.  

Our Incomings (by year): 

 Gift Aid £51,000 
 Tax refund £14,000 
 Non Gift Aid £45,000 

 

Our outgoings: (by year)  

 School Levy £30,000 
 Upkeep £30,000 
 Clergy £17,000 

Last year we donated:  

 £5,000 for the Holy Rosary 
Sisters Ebola Appeal. 

 £5,000 to Ibba School in 
South Sudan. 

 £10,000 for CAFOD. 

 £3,000 to a needy local 
parish.  

 £23,000 to Diocesan 
Charities. 

What it costs to run Our Parish 
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Recent Expenditure: 

 Car Park re surfacing, signage 
and lights. Cost £30,000. 

 Replace suspended ceiling in 
church. Cost £20,000. 

 Replace suspended ceiling n 
library Cost £8,000. 

 Minibus  £2,700. 

 Church Organ refurbished 
£10,000. 
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There are several ways you can help. 

1. Think about what you give to the church each 
week and when was the last time you increased 
what you give? A cup of coffee is over £2, a lottery 
ticket is £2 and a pint of beer or a glass of wine 
nearly £3. We all know that costs for running our 
homes have gone up and so to have the church’s 
costs. Could you give just a little more each week? 

2. Gift Aid your donation. By Gift Aiding your 
contribution, we can claim an extra 25% from the 
Government at no cost to yourself. As I have said 
before, would you rather this money went to 
George Osbourne or Christ the King!! This is 
money that the government give us to recognise 
the good work we do as a charity. If you are not a 
member please consider helping in this way.  You 
have to be a tax payer either through what you 
earn or through tax taken from your savings.  
The Gift Aid process is really simple; all you need 
to do is fill out a Gift Aid Declaration form.  Over  
the next few weeks our Gift Aiders will be making 
envelopes available for the new tax year. If you 
are not in the Gift Aid scheme please consider 
joining.  

3. Wills legacies and gifts. Leave a legacy to the 
parish in your will. After family and friends please 
consider a gift to us in your Will. This can be a gift 
of money or a specific gift. 

How I can help? 
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I would like to establish an endowment for our parish. 
A ‘Future Fund.’ This will be money saved for future 
developments in the parish and will not be used for 
the ordinary running of the parish.  
It will be money saved for a ‘Rainy Day’ such as: 

 One day the boilers will need replacing 

 Buildings will need a new roof 

 We may need to support parish projects if the 
number of clergy is reduced 

All of these are unknown aspects sometime in the 
future and it would be good to plan for them.  
I am asking that we give just £1 a week to this as a 
standing order from our bank account to the parish. 
This could be a standing order of £4 a month or £48 
per year. We would not miss this money but over the 
years, untouched it will build up a good fund for the 
next generation.  
If you are a tax payer we can claim another £10 a year 
on top of what you give. If you are willing to help we 
will be giving out forms for you to hand into you bank 
and it will be a very simple process which will, make 
our parish secure into the future. 
We have all received a lot from the church over the 
years in so many ways:  

 It has supported us in sad and happy times 

 It has given us good schools for our children 

 The chance to belong to a community that 
supports us and our families in an often changing, 
difficult or even hostile world. 

 It helps and supports us as we try to lead a good 
and worthwhile life 

Our contribution of £1 a week may seem very little, 
but if we all help, then it will produce a rich and 
lasting harvest. 
Again I welcome any other suggestions you may have. 
Please let me know.  

Future Fund 
 


